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Funding Available

Low-Interest Loans

Best Management Practices

Rock Inlets

April showers bring May fl owers and usually TOO MUCH water!  It’s that time of year again when thoughts turn to spring 
fi eld work and gardening.  This is a good time for the HLWD to remind you that there are several funding programs 
available for agricultural and urban best management practices.

The HLWD also offers low interest loans for septic system replacement, best management practices installation, and 
conservation tillage equipment.  Jan Voit, at the HLWD offi ce in Heron Lake, handles these loans.  Rate: 3 ½ percent. Term: 
7 years. Mechanism: Property tax assessment.  Landowners must contact the HLWD offi ce and complete all necessary 
paperwork before the project begins to qualify for the program.
If you are interested in obtaining more information regarding any of these incentives or loan programs, please call the 
Heron Lake Watershed District offi ce at 507-793-2462.

Funding through a Clean Water Partnership grant also provides for 
incentives for Best Management Practices (BMPs), which help to slow 
down water runoff and fi lter sediments and nutrients.  A list of the BMP 
practices and incentives is shown below:
• CRP fi lter strip incentive program - $25 per acre, one-time payment
• BMP installation – 75% cost-share with $6,500 maximum per   
 practice
• Waterway reseeding – 50% cost-share
• Wetland restoration - $200 per basin acre
• Conserving use acre payment - $60 per acre for BMP construction
• Farmstead and fi eld windbreak incentive program - 
 $50 per acre, one-time payment      

• Field borders incentive program (alfalfa or native grasses, fi ve year project life), 
 at least 50% of the acres must be highly erodible land - $100 per acre, one-time payment 
• Living snow fence incentive program - $50 per acre, one time payment
• Food plot incentive program - $50 per acre, (annual payment, minimum three-year project life)
• Wildlife pond cost-share program – 50% cost-share with $3,000 maximum per practice

Also known as Alternative Tile Intakes, rock inlets are relatively 
simple, inexpensive, and provide landowners with an option for 
surface drainage.  Rock inlets can last for up to 25 years as long 
as proper upland practices and maintenance is used.  The HLWD 
is interested in helping to fund rock inlets because they help to 
improve water quality by reducing sediment loads to waterways.
The HLWD has received a 319 grant from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) for the installation of alternative intakes. 
This grant provides a 75% cost-share, not to exceed $200/
intake, for the installation of alternative surface tile intakes to 
replace existing surface tile intakes in Nobles, Jackson, Murray, 
and Cottonwood counties. You do not need to reside within HLWD 
boundaries to take part in this program. These funds are limited 
and allocated on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  


