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Lakeshore Restorations and Stabilizations

Does your lakeshore show evidence of bank erosion or is it an attraction for geese? Does the water in your lake turn
an unsightly green in the summer? Lakeshores are an important part of a healthy lake. Installing native plants helps
to stabilize shorelines and acts as a buffer between your yard and the lake. Roots of native plants filter and absorb
polluted runoff and excess nutrients before they reach the water. Native vegetation anchors soil and beautifies your
shoreline. Native plants also discourage geese that prefer turf.

Natural lakeshore buffers contain a luxuriant mix of native grasses, flowers, shrubs, and trees. The Heron Lake
Watershed District (HLWD) encourages lakeshore property owners to help us clean up the lakes within the watershed.
By protecting the water quality, you are enhancing the enjoyment of the lake and preserving property values.

What’s It To Me?!? - Part 3
“The Nuts and Bolts of Lakeshore Restoration”

Continuing with our "What's It To Me?!?" series, this meeting will provide specific details =z
of a lakeshore stabilization and/or restoration. This will be the 7th in a series of public
education meetings offered by the HLWD, Department of Natural Resources, US Fish and [
Wildlife Service, The Nature Conservancy, and the North Heron Lake Game Producers g
Association, Inc.

Gregg Thompson, our keynote speaker, is returning to Fulda once again to explain the nuts gege =
and bolts of restoring and stabilizing your lakeshore. Gregg is an Urban Conservation § ;
Specialist with the Association of Metropolitan Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
He is involved in native plant community restoration, native re-vegetation, and stormwater
freatment practices utilizing native vegetation and bio-stabilization on shorelands and
streambanks. His background is in landscape architecture.

As we discovered last September, Gregg is an excellent speaker and provides pertinent,
practical information. Be sure to mark your calendars for March 31, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Fulda Community Center.

Fundingls Available!

The HLWD has $30,000 available for two lakeshore restorations on Fulda Lake through a 319 grant from the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency. The US Fish and Wildlife Service also has funds and fechnical expertise to contribute to
this project. If you are interested in learning more, please contact the HLWD at the contact information listed on
this newsletter.




