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This is the time of year when we are looking forward to being outside and doing yard work. If you have a home or cabin on a lake, you also
have a responsibility fowards protecting the lake's water quality. The US Fish and Wildlife Service, through its Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Program, has been stocking the Plum Creek Library System with resources to help you know what to do around your property to maintain its
value while protecting the resource. Hard copies of the following media are available at the public libraries in Windom and Fulda:
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*Restore Your Shore instructional CD, published by the Department of Natural
Resources. The Restore Your Shore program will enable you to

‘Develop a deeper understanding of shoreland ecosystems and natural shoreland management.

*Discover how lakeshore problems similar to your own have been resolved through innovative
approaches. Follow four different shoreland owners' experiences as they share ftheir
shoreland transformation projects.

‘Create your own plant list from an extensive interactive database of over 400 native plant
species. Select native plant species suitable for planting in your area. Find out what to plant
and what not to plant.

*Use worksheets and forms that will guide you step by step through the design and implementa-
tion process. Watch your project unfold and enjoy the transformation that takes place.

-Better Living On Our Lakes And Rivers instructional DVD, published by the University of Minnesota Extension.
This two-DVD set includes nine short videos:

*Culverts: Not Just Something to Pass Over *Septic Systems Revealed: A Guide to Operation, Care, and
+Keeping Our Shores: Shoreland Best Management Practices Maintenance
*The Living Shore: Best Management Practices for Shoreland ~ *Shoreland Restoration: A Growing Solution
Vegetation *Stop Exotics, Clean Your Boat
+Standing Firm Against Erosion: Best Management Practices *Water Conservation: Managing Our Precious Liquid Asset
for Shoreland Stabilization -Rivers: Ribbons of Life

Healthy Rivers instructional CD, published by the Department of Natural Resources.

The Healthy Rivers CD explains natural structure and function of river systems using a five-component framework of flow, shape,
connections, quality, and life. Six case studies examine the history of river use and provide a basis for a future vision of water
resource management. A section explores the true value of river system goods and services, which leads fo inspiring examples of
local leaders and practical, action-oriented ideas for next steps that each of us can take toward healthier water resources.

Lakescaping For Wildlife And Water Quality, published by the Department of Natural Resources.

This book will help you learn techniques to prevent shoreline erosion, restore wildlife habitat, wildflowers, and clean water. This
book will show you alternatives to the conventional practice of planting “lawn to lake," a practice detrimental both to wildlife and
to water quality. Lakescaping includes chapters about the lake ecosystems, designing lakeshore landscapes, site preparation, and
general tips on stewardship of the land and water. Not only for lakeshore owners, the ideas presented in this book also apply to
landscaping along rivers, streams, and wetlands.

If you don't happen to live in Windom or Fulda, you still have access to these resources via the Plum Creek Library System. Your local
librarian will provide you with assistance in bringing this media fo you.

£ Remlnder

Remember that the public library at the Southwest Star Concept School in Okabena also has a Natural
Resources department filled with thirty books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, and other media. A $600 grant from
the Heron Lake-Okabena Community Foundation to the North Heron Lake Game Producers Association and
the Heron Lake Watershed District made this possible. The purpose of this joint effort was to provide
community residents with educational materials about the natural resources around them and the part they
can play in protecting them. Topics covered include historical books about southwestern Minnesota, native
plants and trees, prairie restoration, birds, butterflies, wildlife, fishing, and natural habitat. The public
is invited to look through the books and other materials. The SSC library is open from 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
during the school year, or during the summer by appointment (call Patti Schneider at 507-853-4503).




