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Year 4 
 

Climate Extension Educator Checklist Complete 
Year 4   
Discuss survey and interview findings with extension educators to inform ongoing 
development of outreach strategies and materials. 

• Catherine Sereg and Jan Voit travelled to De Forest, Wisconsin on June 23, 2014. 
• Catherine Sereg and Jan Voit attended the Extension Team Meeting on June 24. 

Lois Morton, Iowa State University (ISU), provided an overview of the two-day 
meeting. She also gave an update on her meeting with Secretary Vilsak on 
farmers’ perspectives on agriculture and weather variability across the Midwest. 
Michael Dahlstrom, ISU gave a presentation on Messaging. The group toured the 
Arlington Research Farm. The day concluded with the selection of messaging 
topics and work group selection. 

• Catherine Sereg and Jan Voit attended the Extension Team Meeting on June 25. 
Work was conducted on product development. Gabrielle Roesch, ISU gave an 
update on the social-economic related to the farmer data that has been gathered. 
The research data will be presented at the CSCAP Annual Conference in August. 
Next steps were outlined. Each work group will put together a timeline for the 
work they are conducting and will work toward a finished product by 2015. 

• Catherine Sereg, Marilyn Thelen, and Dick Wolkowski are members of the soil 
health work group. Their initial discussion focused on reaching farmers through a 
newspaper article or fact sheet with the title “Optimizing Your Soil Condition for 
Crop Production.” This material would be distributed to newspapers and other 
farm organization’s magazines discussing various soil health actions and options. 
Work has not yet begun on drafting the article. 

• At the CSCAP Team Meeting in June, several work groups were developed. Each 
work group will put together a timeline for the work they are conducting and will 
work toward a finished product by 2015. The Water Management Work Group 
includes Chad Ingels, Iowa State University; Chad Wohnoutka, Redwood-
Cottonwood Rivers Control Area; and Jan Voit. The products we are developing 
include two to three minute videos on the topics of controlled drainage and cover 
crops. 

• The first video was shot at the Soil and Water Management Field Day at the 
Southwest Research and Outreach Center in Lamberton on July 23, 2014. 
Questions were developed to ask the landowner, researcher, and attendees. 

In 
progress 

Educators continue to develop farmer-led watershed groups and local farmer peer 
groups. 
 

No activity 

Active farmer groups use performance-based environmental management tools to 
collect data on water, carbon and nitrogen in their watershed and apply experiments 
similar to Objective 2 field trials. 

No activity 

Selected farmer leaders attend year 4 annual convening to increase farmer-scientist 
exchanges. 

In 
progress 



• A mailing promoting the Soil and Water Management Field Day and the annual 
conference was sent to the watershed landowners participating in the farmer 
group. 

• Commitment was secured from one farmer to attend the CSCAP Annual Meeting. 
Mike McCarvel attended the conference. 

• Catherine Sereg attended the annual conference in Ames, Iowa. 
Educators work with producers in their respective state with various web tools. 

• Catherine Sereg met with a farmer and shared the U2U tools. She presented, 
explained, and highlighted research projects presented at the annual conference 
that are feasible for southwest Minnesota at the HLWD board meeting on 
August 19, 2014. 

 

In 
progress 
 

Data gathered from tools are aggregated and shared with individuals and farmer groups. 
• Watershed landowners participating in the farmer group were invited to attend 

the Soil and Water Management Field Day that was held July 23, 2014. The field 
day began with tours of the Brian Hicks’ farm near Milroy, Minnesota. The tours 
featured ongoing research being conducted at the site. Catherine Sereg, Shawn 
Wohnoutka, and Chad Ingels gave an overview of the CSCAP farmer survey results 
about soil and water management issues. Six papers were presented that 
explained the collaborative research projects conducted by scientists from the 
University of Minnesota, ISU, South Dakota State University, and the Agricultural 
Research Service.  

In 
progress 

 
Reporting 
A report will be required by May 30, August 31, November 30, 2014 and February 28, 2015. The 
report should be emailed to Dr Jeff Strock at jstrock@umn.edu and carbon copied to Molly 
Werner at werne022@umn.edu.  
 
Payment Terms 
Total payment of $15,585.00 from 3/1/14 to 2/28/15. Please include an invoice with each 
report. The amount of each quarterly invoice should be $3,896.25. 
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