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St. Paul — The Lessard-Sams 
Outdoor Heritage Council 
came together last week (Oct. 
7) around the chair’s proposal, 
draf ted by the late Bob 
Anderson and carried forth 
by new LSOHC chair David 
Hartwell.

The council members inter-
viewed by Outdoor News last 
week all spoke about the 
degree of agreement on this 
year’s proposals, which still 
may be tweaked before a bill 
is drafted that will require the 
Legislature’s stamp of approval.

It’s still early in the process, 
but here’s a rough rundown of 
what made it into this year’s 
round of projects,  which 
competed with other projects 
for an estimated $119 million 
available. 

That breakdown includes 
$37.2 million for prairie-re-
lated projects, $12.7 million for 
forest projects, $12.8 million 
for wetland projects, $45.5 
million for habitat projects, and 
$10.7 million for Conservation 
Partners Legacy grants, which 
are small grants given to 
smaller groups also seeking to 
put conservation on the ground.

In an effort to unpack some of 
what members decided on (only 
one approved project received 
less than eight out of the possi-
ble 12 nods from members), 
here are 10 projects that made 
the final cut:

•  T h e  H e r o n  L a k e 
Con ser vat ion Par t nersh ip 

is a new project intended to 
protect 990 acres of prairie and 
wetlands within the Heron 
Lake watershed in southwest 
Minnesota. 

The project, in Murray and 
Jackson counties, is led by the 
Heron Lake Watershed District. 
There’s less than 1 percent 
of pre-settlement wetlands 
remaining in the area, so the 
goal is to use conservation ease-
ments and fee-title land acquisi-
tion to protect and restore high-
value wetland and prairie lands 
identified as critical habitat.

• The Metro Big Rivers proj-
ect, Phase X, is slated for $5.8 
million out of a $14.4 million 
request to protect 1,260 acres in 
fee title and 520 acres in perma-
nent conservation easement, 
restore 298 acres, and enhance 
375 acres of habitat in the metro 

area. 
The project seeks to protect, 

restore, and enhance priori-
tized wildlife habitat on the 
Mississippi, Minnesota, and St. 
Croix rivers and tributaries. 

• The Hennepin County 
Habitat Conservation Program, 
Phase II, is set to receive a 
proposed $3.3 million out of a 
$8.9 million request that seeks, 
through conservation ease-
ment, to protect 952 acres of 
“the most important natural 
areas remaining in the county” 
and restore and enhance 500 
acres of protected habitat that 
includes forest, savanna, prai-
rie, wetlands, shallow lakes, 
shoreline, bluffs, and riparian 
areas. 

The project is in partnership 
with the Minnesota Land Trust.

• The Rum River Wildlife 
and Fish Habitat Enhancement, 
Phase I, is a partnership with 
Anoka County and landown-
ers to enhance the river’s habi-
tat using “ecosensitive, habi-
tat-building, bioengineering 
approaches to address active 
bank erosion on four to eight 
reaches” of the river. 

The chair’s proposal includes 
$822,000 out of a $952,200 
request. Sediment from bank 
erosion in the stream is threat-
ening fish spawning habitat 
and mussel beds.

•  T h e  Yo u n g  Fo r e s t 
Conservation project, Phase 

III, is a project being led by the 
American Bird Conservancy 
in the northern forest and 
forest-prairie transition zone. 

The chair’s proposal would 

fund $1.2 million out of a $2.4 
million request. It’s an ongo-
ing project that is maintaining, 
restoring, and enhancing habi-
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BEST BUCK ENTRY. Trey Gratz, of Norwood Young America, 
shot this 13-point buck while using a muzzleloader Sept. 13 in 
Montgomery County, Kansas, near Cherryvale. The rack had a 
191⁄2-inch inside spread and green-scored 1621⁄8 gross.
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tat for golden-winged warbler, 
American woodcock, and ruffed 
grouse. The first two phases 
included and have completed 
5,535 acres of “high-quality 
early successional habitat proj-
ects.” 

The third phase is meant to 
continue the work on more 
than 6,000 acres over a five-year 
period.

• The Southeast Forest 
Habitat Enhancement project, 
Phase II, would get $1.1 million 
out of $2.5 million request for 
the DNR-led project in south-
east Minnesota’s bluff country. 

According to the project 
sheet, “Bluffland oak forest 
regeneration is threatened by 
invasive species, lack of fire, 
and subsequent succession to 
less desirable northern hard-
wood trees, such as maple 
and basswood. This proposal 
combines invasive species 
treatments, increased use of 
fire in fire-dependent forests, 
and mast tree planting on sites 
being converted from ag land to 
forest.”

• The Resilient Habitat for 
Heritage Brook Trout is set for 
$2.6 million out of a $9 million 
request by Minnesota Trout 
Unlimited for work in the 
state’s southeast forest region. 
The Trust for Public Lands is 
also a partner on the project, 
which will target six water-
sheds to increase the resilience 
of remnant populations of 
brook trout unique to southeast 
Minnesota. 

That work wil l  include 
protect ing and enhancing 
habitat in “floodplains, along 
gullies, above steep slopes, 
and on bluffs to slow runoff, 
increase filtration, and keep 
aquatic habitat productive.”

•The Accelerating Habitat 
Conservation in Southwest 
Minnesota project is the first 
phase of a Minnesota Land 
Trust proposal to permanently 
protect 1,200 acres of high-qual-
it y habitat  in sout hwest 
Minnesota with conservation 
easements “within scientifically 
prioritized habitat complexes by 
filling key unmet gaps in the 
available land protection tool-
box.”

• The Accelerating Waterfowl 
Product ion Area Program, 
Phase XII, is a Pheasants 
Forever project to accelerate 
the strategic permanent protec-
tion of 3,200 acres (760 acres 
of wetlands and 2,440 acres of 
grassland habitat) of federal 

waterfowl production areas. 
PF has been acquiring parcels 

that are adjacent to existing 
public land to create corridors 

between complexes, with all 
acquisitions in the prairie, prai-
rie/forest transition, or metro 
regions.

• The Southeast Wetland 
Restoration project is a city 
of Mankato project to restore 
wetlands, establish upland 
prairie, and do stream improve-

ments. 
The chair’s proposal would 

fund $1.5 million out of a $6.5 
million request for the work.

Hunting groups disbursed, 
and in the end, they harvested 
more than 40 pheasants, far 
more than that of past years. 
This surprised many of us who 
were at the event, because con-
ditions were so poor, with high 
winds and blowing snow. 

One guide, Kenny Reed, who 
hunts with springer spaniels, 
said his group saw several 
roosters in two hours of hunt-
ing, and a nearby group with 
the governor’s clan did as 
well. This tells me the Mower 
County and the Austin area 
would be a good choice if you 
want to get some birds, espe-
cially after the wind dies down.

Finally, I had a chance to talk 
one-on-one with Walz when 
he was available for questions. 
I wanted to talk about water 
problems, issues with WMAs 

that have been discussed lately, 
and ever-increasing tiling. To 
his credit, Walz agreed that 
this is a controversial matter. 
He discerned between general 
tiling complaints from conser-
vation folks and the other com-
plaints he hears. 

He said these are matters that 
must be vetted and solutions 
must be examined. He closed 
with an optimistic statement 
that if we all work together, it 
can work out. 

Maybe, maybe not, but it’s 
good he was aware there are 
two sides to these matters.

Looking for a great place to 
bike, see sights, enjoy the locals, 
and hunt? I would definitely 
say Austin has it. Don’t miss the 
SPAM Museum when you’re 
there. You’ll learn a lot about 
this canned delight, the area, 
and more.

Schnitker
(From Page 14)

During the Governor’s Pheasant Hunt event, Schnitker stopped by the Hormel SPAM Museum in 
Austin, where he met museum manager Savile Lord (pictured above). Photo courtesy of Kirk Schnitker
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