
 Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD) Advisory Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015 10:00 a.m. 

Heron Lake Watershed District Office, Heron Lake, MN 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Julie Lopez, Naomi Hill, Allen Jensen, Paul Pietz, Jan Voit, HLWD; Amanda Schultz, HLWD; Catherine 
Sereg, HLWD; Cole Sinnamon, HLWD; Michelle Chapel, HLWD; Wayne Smith, Nobles County; John Shea, 
Nobles SWCD; Ed Lenz, BWSR; Rosemary Schultz, Jackson County Commissioner; Andy Geiger, Jackson 
County; Chris Bauer, Jackson SWCD; Kevin Stevens, Cottonwood County Commissioner; Kay Gross, 
Cottonwood SWCD; Dave Thiner, Murray County Commissioner; Howard Konkol, Murray SWCD; Mona 
Henkels, Murray SWCD; Jerry Christopherson, NHLGPA; Randy Markl, MN DNR; Brian Nyborg, MN DNR; 
and Rod Sankey, City of Worthington 
 

1. Call to Order 
Paul Pietz called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 
2. Minutes 

The minutes of the March 4, 2015 HLWD Advisory Committee meeting were reviewed. A motion 
was made by Allen Jensen and seconded by Rosemary Schultz to approve the minutes as 
written. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

3.   Introduction of New Committee members 
• Julie Lopez 
• Naomi Hill 
• Rod Sankey 

 
4.   HLWD Board of Managers Meeting Observations 

• March – It was noted that the meeting was very tense and terribly uncomfortable. 
Committee members felt the meeting was hurried and the managers wanted it over 
with. It felt like everyone there was on pins and needles. A manager accused Jan of 
misusing funds at the meeting. One committee member stated that if a board member 
treated her like that, she would quit. One of the attending committee members said the 
meeting felt like the Board of Managers didn’t know what they were doing. The 
committee is concerned about the health of the work environment for the District 
Administrator, Watershed Coordinator, and Watershed Technician. 
 

• April – The meeting was tense, but a somewhat better atmosphere. The new chair 
seems to move the meetings along which allows less time for the negativity to flare up.   

 
• May – The same observations were made at the April meeting.  
 



Summary of Meeting Observations 
• There are two managers appointed by Jackson County that appear to make the 

environment uncomfortable. The three other managers act in a professional 
manner in light of the situation. The group feels that the county commissioners 
should be aware of this. 
 

• It appears that there is one Jackson County Commissioner that believes all water 
issues should be handled at the county level.  

 
• The HLWD Advisory Committee continues to support Jan Voit in her role as the 

District Administrator. It is very apparent to the committee that the current 
environment challenges the other board and staff to be as effective as possible. It is 
a priority to continue to monitor this situation on a monthly basis. At least two 
committee members will attend each HLWD meeting. The committee will continue 
to document the situation and communicate findings to all appropriate parties.  

 
5.    Discussion Items            

• New Grant – Soil Health Research in Southwest Minnesota from the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture- The farmers involved in this grant effort are currently 
implementing cover crops on their farms. It was submitted in Jerry and Nancy 
Ackermann’s name. This project will provide the opportunity to measure changes in soil 
fertility and soil health through the use of the Haney Soil Health Test and the Nitrate Soil 
Test. Project partners will host a field day at the end of the grant period. The field day 
will provide an opportunity to have a model of managed cover crops and measured 
impacts on known indicators of soil health and fertility.  
 

• New Grant – West Fork Des Moines River (WFDMR) Targeting and Prioritizing Endeavor 
through the Clean Water Partnership grant mechanism through the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA). The purpose of this grant is to supplement the terrain analysis 
and add some additional data sets to help prioritize, target and implement future 
proposed projects. This project will actually put dots on a map to help with the 
implementation of best management practices. 
 

• Ditches - Jan also noted that the HLWD has accepted a petition for the improvement of 
Jackson County Judicial Ditch 19.  

 
• HLWD Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Easement – Catherine Sereg explained the work that 

is going to be done on the RIM site in Fulda that’s owned by the HLWD. The work 
includes a pond clean out and prescribed burning done by the USFWS. It was also noted 
that the adjacent landowner has removed the unauthorized items from the easement. A 
question was asked; why has the HLWD purchased land in the past and why they are 



considering purchasing more? The main reason discussed for the purchases are simply 
for resource protection. 

 
• WFDMR Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Grant – Amanda Schultz 

updated the group on this grant. Jackson County is the only partner with inspections left 
to do. The MPCA approved an amendment to the grant to allow for some small feedlot 
fixes with some of the remaining funds. This grant will be done at the end of August. A 
discussion was held on the reasoning behind both county and HLWD staff doing 
inspections and the resulting extra funds received in Murray and Nobles Counties 
because of those efforts. 

 
6.   Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Paul Pietz 
Acting Secretary 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 


