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Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD) 
Regular Meeting 
June 25, 2018 

1. Call to Order 
Bruce Leinen called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 
Managers present: Bruce Leinen, Jim Buschena, Harvey Kruger, Gary Ewert, and Wayne 
Rasche 
Staff: Catherine Wegehaupt, Nick Larson, and Jan Voit 
Others present: Mona Henkels, Murray Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD); 
Dave Thiner, Murray County; and Jerry Christopherson 

2. Agenda 
Wayne Rasche made a motion to approve the agenda. Harvey Kruger seconded this. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Minutes 
Gary Ewert made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 15 regular meeting. 
Harvey Kruger seconded this. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 
Jan Voit presented the treasurer’s report and bills payable. Discussion was held 
regarding the Jackson County Ditch 3 legal fees and Major Watershed Project (MWP) 
expenses and reimbursements. Jim Buschena made a motion to approve the treasurer’s 
report and pay the bills. Wayne Rasche seconded this. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Other Waters 
Minnesota Statues § 103(f).48 Subd. 4 requires, “. . . A local water management authority 
that receives a summary of watercourses identified under this subdivision must 
incorporate an addendum to its comprehensive local water management plan or 
comprehensive watershed management plan to include the SWCD recommendations by 
July 1, 2018. The incorporation to include the summary of watercourses provided by the 
SWCD does not require a plan amendment as long as a copy of the included information is 
distributed to all agencies, organizations, and individuals required to receive a copy of the 
plan changes.” The required information was provided by the SWCDs.  

Wayne Rasche moved to approve the following resolution. 

Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 requires SWCDs in consultation with local 
water management authorities, to develop, adopt, and submit to each local water 
management authority within its boundary a summary of watercourses. 

Whereas; the Board of Water and Soil Resources has adopted Buffer Law 
implementation Policy #6 ‘Local Water Resources Riparian Protection (“Other 
Watercourses”)’ which identifies steps SWCDs are required to take in developing said 
inventory. 

Whereas; Cottonwood SWCD has adopted a map and descriptive inventory of other 
watercourses and provided it to HLWD on July 11, 2017. 
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Whereas; Jackson SWCD has adopted a descriptive inventory of other watercourses and 
provided it to HLWD on March 14, 2018. 

Whereas; Murray SWCD has adopted a descriptive inventory of other watercourses and 
provided it to HLWD on April 30, 2018. 

Whereas; Nobles SWCD has adopted a descriptive inventory of other watercourses and 
provided it to HLWD on May 16, 2018. 

Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 requires a local water management 
authority that receives a summary of watercourses identified under this subdivision 
must incorporate an addendum to its comprehensive local water management plan or 
comprehensive watershed management plan to include the SWCD recommendations by 
July 1, 2018. 

Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 does not require a plan amendment as 
long as a copy of the included information is distributed to all agencies, organizations, 
and individuals required to receive a copy of the plan changes. 

Therefore be it resolved that; the summary of watercourses or “other waters” for 
Cottonwood, Jackson, Nobles, and Murray Counties shall be incorporated as an 
addendum in the HLWD’s current watershed management plan. 

Be it further resolved that; the HLWD authorizes staff to provide a copy of the 
addendum and any supporting information to be distributed to all agencies, 
organizations, and individuals required to receive a copy of the plan changes. 

Harvey Kruger seconded this. Motion carried unanimously. 

6. Lease Agreement 
The City of Heron Lake has requested an increased lease payment. Previous monthly 
costs and the years they were in effect are: 1995: $325 per month; 2003: $375 per month; 
2009: $425 per month; and 2016: $500 per month. Discussion was held regarding the 
costs to the city for cleaning, rent charged to the post office, rent costs have always 
included electricity and garbage, internet is not included, use of the large hall for ditch 
hearings and education events, costs that would be incurred if an office building was 
owned by the HLWD, and the cleanliness of the building. Compared to the past, the 
office is not vacuumed as often, no dusting is done, the bathroom stalls are not cleaned 
regularly, nor is the refrigerator. The costs per month continue to rise, but the services 
provided are of reduced quality. 

Bruce Leinen made a motion to pay a locked in rate of $550 per month for five years and 
$50 per use of the large hall. Wayne Rasche seconded this. A letter will be written 
requesting increased cleanliness of the building. Motion carried unanimously. 

7. Reports 
 District Administrator 

Jan Voit reported on Public Participation for Watershed Approach, Jackson County JD 3, Small 
Watersheds Focus Grant Program, annual update, Outreach Peer to Peer Learning Network, 
2019 budget process, Other Waters, Projects 4 and 84-4A, Minnesota Association of Watershed 
Administrators Meeting, Jackson County JD 19, Clean Water Partnership Low Interest Loan 
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Program, Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) Summer Tour, MWP, I+S Group 
Drainage Conference, and HLWD Advisory Committee. 

Discussion was held regarding the July and August meeting dates. They will be changed to July 
24 and August 28. 

Extensive discussion was held regarding the presentations on the boat at the MAWD Summer 
Tour. A letter will be drafted regarding this subject.  

Harvey Kruger made a motion to approve the permit application for Glenn and Ruth Dicks 
contingent upon providing the required documentation. Wayne Rasche seconded this. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Watershed Technician 
Catherine Wegehaupt provided information regarding the Seward 29 project, water sampling, 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture cover crop grant, Fulda Lakes’ water clarity and 
vegetation, and the Widboom and Isder permit applications. 

Discussion was held regarding the feasibility of cleaning the pond, drawdown capability, and 
potential cleanout locations at the Seward 29 project site. Water sampling shipping difficulties, 
sampling timing, and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) flow monitoring were discussed. 
For now samples will be sent to MVTL Laboratories. 

Discussion was held regarding the temporary holding pond on the Widboom property. The pond 
will be filled following the project installation. Jim Buschena made a motion to approve the 
permit application for John Widboom to add spoil from the Nobles County Ditch 12 project to 
existing agricultural land, roughly 25 acres. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Discussion was held regarding the Isder permit application. Further information is needed to 
meet the HLWD permit requirements. Questions were raised regarding the DNR permit 
requirements, rip rap and beach locations, the possibility of installing a rain garden rather than 
rip rap. Dave Thiner stated that the county approved this. Cattails are by the boat launch, about 
25 feet. The excavation is not in the water. There is grass there already and approximately two 
feet of sand will be installed. There is a need for positive community involvement to educate 
regarding the weeds and chemical application. He wanted to make sure the HLWD was aware of 
the proposed project. Jim Buschena made a motion to approve the application contingent upon 
providing the necessary information. Gary Ewert seconded this. Motion carried unanimously. 

8. Adjournment 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 
 

Harvey Kruger 
Secretary 


