
Heron Lake Watershed District 
CONSTRUCTION SITE EROSION CONTROL PLAN 

Sites smaller than one acre 
 
Landowner Name:      Contractor’s Name:    ____ 
 
Mailing Address:      Mailing Address:    ____ 
 
              ____ 
 
City:      State:  Zip:   City:   State:  Zip: ____ 
 
Phone:    _____________________  Phone:    __________________  
 
Project Information 
Construction Site Street Address (if applicable) Construction Site Legal Description (use when street 

address does not apply) 
Address:       
         ¼,  ¼, Section: ____ 
  
City:   State:  Zip:   Township:     ____ 
 
Project Description:            ____ 
 
Start Date:     _____________________   Completion Date:     ___________  
 
Purpose 
This erosion control plan shall be implemented to protect soils exposed during construction activities to prevent 
the offsite movement of sediment and prevent pollution of waters of the state. Waters of the state include street 
gutters, storm sewer catch basins, natural streams, drainage ditches, road ditches, drainage tile intakes, 
wetlands and lakes. Both contractors and landowners are responsible for installing and maintaining erosion 
control practices, during all phases of construction, until the final stabilization of the site occurs. 
 
The landowner and contractor(s) agree to implement and maintain the following practices: 
Perimeter Protection (Check one or more of the following) 

□ Silt fences shall be placed along the toe of all slopes where sediment and nutrients may move off site. Silt 
fences shall be trenched at least six inches into the ground to ensure water does not undercut the 
material. Silt fences shall be inspected weekly and after each rainfall event of 0.5 inches or more. Silt 
fences shall be maintained and sediment accumulations removed in a manner that keeps sediment from 
moving offsite. Silt fences will be replaced, supplemented or repaired when they become non-functional 
or sediment reaches 1/3 of the height of the fence. These repairs will be made within 24 hours of 
discovery. If construction operations require, the silt fences may be removed or altered as needed, but 
shall be restored to serve their intended function at the end of each day.   

□ Hay bales shall be installed around the perimeter of the site instead of silt fence. Bales will be trenched at 
least 4 inches into the ground and be held in place by 2 – 2” x 2” wooden stakes. Bales shall be inspected 
weekly and after each rainfall event of 0.5 inches or more. Bales will be replaced, supplemented or 
repaired when they become non-functional or sediment reaches 1/3 of the height of the bales. These 
repairs will be made within 24 hours of discovery. Bales shall be maintained and sediment accumulations 
removed in a manner that keeps sediment from moving offsite. If construction operations require, the 
bales may be removed or altered as needed, but shall be restored to serve their intended function at the 
end of each day. 

□ A strip of existing turf, at least four feet wide, shall be maintained around the perimeter of the site 
throughout all phases of construction. The turf will be inspected and maintained in a manner that keeps 
sediment from moving offsite. Vehicle traffic will be restricted to access driveways to protect the turf. 

□ Site access roads or driveways shall be graded or otherwise protected with silt fences, diversion channels, 
or dikes and pipes to prevent sediment from leaving the site via the access roads. 

□ Other Method. Describe methods on a separate sheet of paper. 
Erosion Prevention (Check all of the following practices that apply) 



□ Erosion control mats, filter logs, rock checks, durable mulch or a combination thereof shall be used in 
areas where concentrated water flow is likely to occur to prevent soil movement. 

□ Disturbed areas shall be re-vegetated or mulched permanently or temporarily if it can be reasonably 
anticipated that significant additional grading will not occur within 21 calendar days. Temporary or 
permanent mulch shall be disc-anchored and applied at a uniform rate of not less than 2 tons per acre. 
Temporary vegetative cover consisting of a suitable, fast-growing, dense grass-seed mix spread at 1.5 
times the usual rate per acre. If temporary cover is to remain in place beyond one growing season, two-
thirds of the seed mix shall be composed of perennial grasses. 

□ Soil stock piles shall be protected to prevent erosion and the off site deposition of sediment. A silt fence or 
bales shall be placed 8 feet from the toe or the stockpile shall be seeded with dense grass-seed mix 
spread at 3 times the usual rate per acre. 

□ Diversion channels or dikes and pipes shall be used to intercept all drainage at the top of slopes that 
have grades of more than 10 percent. Also, diversion channels or diked terraces and pipes shall be 
provided across said slopes if needed to ensure that the maximum flow length does not exceed 100 feet. 
Silt fence shall be placed, inspected, and maintained along the top of said slopes. 

□ Silt fences and diversion channels or dikes and pipes shall be deployed, inspected, and maintained for 
the duration of site construction. If construction operations interfere with these control measures, the silt 
fences, diversion channels, or dikes and pipes may be removed or altered as needed, but shall be 
restored to serve their intended function at the end of each day. 

Pollution Prevention (Check all of the following practices that apply) 
□ Soils tracked from the site by motor vehicles shall be cleaned daily (or more frequently, as necessary) 

from paved roadway surfaces throughout the duration of construction. 
□ Culvert protection, on the inlet side of the pipe, shall be installed to prevent sediment from being 

transported offsite.    
□ Storm drain inlet protection and tile intake protection shall be installed to prevent sediment from entering 

catch basins or subsurface drainage systems. Practices may include sandbags, rock logs, compost socks, 
silt fence structures, prefabricated drop-in boxes. Practices shall remain in place until final stabilization of 
the site occurs.  

□ Flows from diversion channels or pipes shall be routed to sedimentation basins or appropriate energy 
dissipaters in order to prevent transport of sediment to outflow conveyors and to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation when runoff flows into the conveyors.   

□ Temporary or permanent drainage ditches that drain water from the construction site, or divert water 
around the site, shall be stabilized within 200 feet of the property boundary within 24 hours of the 
connection with a surface water.  

Final Stabilization 
□ After construction is completed, a permanent vegetation cover consisting of sod, a suitable grass-seed 

mixture, or a combination thereof, must be established in all areas that are not protected by buildings, 
hard surface cover or landscaping practices. Seeded areas shall be either mulched or covered by 
fibrous blankets to protect seeds and limit erosion. 

With this form, please include: 
□ Designs and/or plans must be submitted with this application. They must include property lines, existing 

structures, structures to be built, soil stock piles, and the location of practices called for in this plan. 
□ Application fee of $10 and Field Inspection Fee of $15 (can be one check). 

 
Project is in compliance with Wetland Conservation Act.   Project is in compliance with HLWD Rules and Regulations. 
 
____________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________ 
SWCD Technician Signature                       Date                                    HLWD Technician Signature                  Date 
 
After-the-fact permits will be subject to the application fee and all other costs incurred by the Heron Lake Watershed District. If, in the opinion of the Board of 
Managers, it is necessary for a consultant to review the application and all exhibits, view the site, and make a report to the watershed district as to the technical 
implications of the work, costs incurred by the watershed district during this review shall be borne by the applicant.  Unless otherwise specified in the permit, works 
for which the permit are issued shall be completed within two years or an extension must be requested. 

Both contractor(s) and landowner(s) are responsible for installing and maintaining erosion control practices, 
during all phases of construction, until the final stabilization of the site occurs. 
 
 
__________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________ 
Landowner Signature    Date   Agent Signature      Date   


	Purpose

